
Ms. Walker

My nameis StaceyJ. Hitt and I amappLying for certification in the BusinessEnterpriseProgram
Departmentof &3sinessDevelopment. They would like for me to follow up with the County to
obtain an "opinion" regarding my previousemploymentwith Miami-Dade County.

I retired from Miami-Dade County in January2000. 1 retired as a Computer Services Manager
from the Miami-DadeWater and SewerDepartment.

Pleasefax to me any opinion thataftëctsme andmy previousemploymentwith the Countyas it
pertainsto a possibleconflict of interest.
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Commission on
Ethics & Public Trust

Memo
To: Stacey Hill

From: Ardyth Walker
Staff General Counsel

Date: June 26, 2001

Re: Inquiry 01-23

I received your request for a written opinion regarding certification in the Business
Enterprise Program from the Department of Business Development. In your letter,
you advised me that you are a former employee of Miami-Dade County and that you
retired in January 2000. Your last employment with the county was as a Computer
Services Manager for the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department.

Section 2-11.1q, the "two-year rule", does not prohibit you from receiving
certification from the Department of Business Development. Section 2-11.1q only
prohibits you from lobbying the county or any department for the two years after you
leave county employment. Section 2-11.1q provides that "no person who has
served as an elected official, i.e. mayor, county commissioner, or a member of the
staff of an elected county official, or as county manager, senior assistant to the
county manager, department director, departmental personnel or employee shall for
a period of two years after his or her county employment has ceased, lobby any
county officer, departmental personnel or employee in connection with any judicial or
other proceeding , application, REP, RFQ, bid, request for ruling or other
determination, contract, claim, controversy, charge, accusation, arrest or other
particular subject matter in which Miami-Dade County or one of its agencies or
instrumentalities is a party or has any interest whatever, whether, direct or indirect."
The Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics ordinance defines lobbying as seeking to
encourage the passage, defeat or modifications of 1 ordinance, resolution, action
or decision of the County Commission; 2 any action, decision, recommendation of
any County board or committee; or 3 any action, decision or recommendation of
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County personnel which forseeably will be heard or reviewed by the County
Commission or a county board or committee. Therefore, you may receive business
certification. However, you may not lobby any county official, board or agency in
regard to any prospective contract or contract after you receive certification until
January 2002.

The Ethics Commission has not considered this matter. It you would like a formal
opinion from the Ethics Commission, you must notify me by Thursday, June 28 for
inclusion on the July agenda.

If you have any further questions, you may contact me at 305 350-0616.
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* BiscayneBuilding
* l9WestFagerStreet

Suite 220
* Miami, Florida 33130

Phone: 305 579-2594
Fwc305579-2656

Fax

Miam-Dade County
Commission on Ethics and
Office of inspector General

To:

The Information containedfrt this facsimilemessageIs CONFIDENTIAL htnnahonintendedor4y for theuseof
the hidMckjal or entity namedabove. If the readerof thismessageis not the recipientyou areherebynotified that
anydissemktation,distributionor copy of thiscommunicationis strictly PROHIBflED and wil be consideredasa
tortuous interferencein our confidentialbusinessrelationships. Additionally, unauthodzeddisseminationof this
confidential informationsubjectsyou to criminal and cM! penalties. If you have receivedthis communicationin
ermr, pleaseimmediatelynotify usby telephoneand return the original to us at the above address via the 11.5.
PostalService.
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06/26/01 TUE 13:15 FAX 305 2656 COMMISSION ON EThICS
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19 WestPa$erStreet
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Miami, Florida 33130
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